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Mission Perspectives 
 

“Come to me heedfully, listen, that you may have life…” (Isaiah 55:3) 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Today we celebrate The Sunday of Divine Mercy, which some people simply refer to as 
Divine Mercy Sunday. Until April 30, 2000 this Sunday was just simply known as what it is, 
The Second Sunday of Easter. However, on that day, St. John Paul II canonized Sister 
Faustina Kowalska who died in 1938 after Jesus had appeared to her several times beginning 
in 1934. During the canonization of Sister Kowalska, St. John Paul II decreed that The 
Second Sunday of Easter be celebrated and referred to as The Sunday of Divine Mercy. Sister 
Kowalska had written in her diary about the apparitions she received, and that diary was 
published posthumously and after canonization, with the title The Diary of Saint Maria 
Faustina Kowalska: Divine Mercy in My Soul. This Sunday takes its name from the last 
portion of that title. Additionally, when we read through the Gospel Reading for this Sunday 
(John 20:19-31), we see how divine mercy is at work. We read how Jesus approached the 
apostles, greeting them with peace instead of condemnation for having abandoned him when 
he needed them most. He also breathed upon them the Spirit and imparted upon them the 
authority to become instruments of mediating God’s mercy through forgiveness of sins. 

Unfortunately, not everybody believes that God is merciful! How many times have we heard 
people say that God can never forgive them because they have sinned grievously? When I 
was still a hospital chaplain, I always came across people who had not gone to Mass in years 
and were obviously not involved in sacramental life whatsoever. Upon urging them to 
resume attending Mass, most of them would say to me with all seriousness, “Father, I believe 
if I entered a church, its roof would cave in because I am a very big sinner.” I would 
convince them that God, in his divine mercy, would still welcome and help them to fix their 
spiritual situation. Some would accept and promise to resume attending Mass, but others 
would insist that they were unforgivable sinners. So sad! 

We who are reading this are not among those who doubt the mercy of God and our concern 
is, therefore, not to figure out whether God is truly merciful or forgiving. Rather, our concern 
is how we gratefully respond to that mercy and our role in passing God’s mercy along. Yes, 
God extends his mercy upon everybody but there is a catch: we must be willing to forgive 
those who offend us, if we are to benefit from God’s forgiving mercy. In Matthew 6:15 Jesus 
unequivocally tells us, “If you do not forgive others, neither will your heavenly Father 
forgive you your transgressions.” We know that this is a precondition for our own 
forgiveness, but many people still find it very hard to forgive and for that reason, convince 
themselves that forgiveness is impossible. The "forgiveness is impossible" claim and others 
related to it are compounded by the myths we formulate about forgiveness. Let us now 
endeavor to burst seven such myths around forgiveness. 
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1) It is impossible to forgive certain things. Many people confuse what is very difficult 
with what is impossible. No doubt, forgiveness is generally difficult and sometimes very 
difficult. Somethings for sure are much more difficult to forgive than others. If somebody 
slaps us in the face and another one plucks out our eyes, we naturally find it easier to forgive 
the one who slaps us than the one who renders us blind. However, even the one who makes 
us blind can be forgiven if we so desire and put our will into doing so by cooperating with the 
grace of God. 
 

2) If you forgive, you must forget. Some people hold this myth because they think that if we 
remember the evil done against us, then we are deceiving ourselves to think that we have 
forgiven. This is not true. Every time we remember the evil done to us, it becomes an 
opportunity for us to exercise the seventy-seven times Jesus commands us in Matthew 18:22. 
It is only God who is perfectly capable of infinite action of both forgiving and forgetting, but 
for us finite creatures that we are, we can only participate in God’s infinite mercy by 
continuously repeating forgiveness whenever we remember what evil(s) were perpetrated 
against us. 
 

3) I cannot forgive someone who hasn't asked for forgiveness from me. Some people 
even justify this by saying that since God requires that we repent before he can forgive us, it 
is justified that we wait for people's apology for us to forgive them. God has a prerogative 
over us because he created us and therefore legitimately commands us to repent before he can 
forgive us. However, we don't have such prerogative over people who offend us since we 
didn't create them, even when they may be our children. We should also not put words in the 
mouth of God; he commanded us to repent for him to forgive us, but he never commanded us 
to forgive only when people have apologized to us. With or without apology from our 
offenders, we are obliged to forgive them. 
 

4) In order for forgiveness to be real, the person you forgive must appreciate your 
forgiveness. This myth is based on our own good feeling resulting from forgiveness. For if 
we forgive someone and that person appreciates what we have done for him or her, it makes 
us feel good for having been so magnanimous. So, if we foresee that such feeling will likely 
not be achieved, we may consider forgiveness useless since it won't reward our emotional 
high. Briefly, this myth is based on deep-seated selfishness. 
 

5) For forgiveness to be effective, you must reconcile with the person you have forgiven. 
If forgiveness is followed by reconciliation, that is wonderful. But in the real world, that's not 
how it always works. Sometimes the people who have offended us may not be within our 
reach for us to be reconciled with them or seeking reconciliation with them may be 
detrimental. So, the prudent thing to do is to forego reconciliation if seeking it out will create 
more problems than it would solve, but if it is possible and will make our relationship better, 
we do well to pursue it. 
 

6) If I don't forgive those who have offended me, it will hurt them and then they will 
learn a lesson. This is really the most childish myth! Very rarely do people who offend us 
even care that we are suffering from the impact of their actions against us. For instance, if a 
thief stole your car and you naturally became angry with that person and resolved not to 
forgive that person, how is that going to hurt that thief? He or she has driven away and will 
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not see your gloomy face even, to feel any compassion. Instead, it makes your blood pressure 
shoot up, makes you suffer indigestion, spend sleepless nights, become non-functional and 
even suffer mental problems while the thief is enjoying the ride. We must forgive for our 
own wellbeing, if not for any other reason. 
 

7) Forgiveness renders justice meaningless. Some people who argue this way have a wrong 
understanding of what forgiveness really means. They think that forgiveness means ignoring 
the fact that evil was done to them and pretend that there is no culpability on the part of their 
offender. Wrong! True forgiveness is possible when we acknowledge that an evil has been 
committed against us and that our offender is culpable, but we choose not to hold a grudge 
against that person. Again, forgiveness doesn't mean that we cannot seek justice. We can 
legitimately seek justice even when we have forgiven. What we cannot seek is revenge. 
 
If any of those myths apply to us, we need to pray for the grace to overcome them so that we 
can exercise more freely the virtue of forgiveness. If none of those myths apply to us, let us 
thank God and ask that we continue to be forgiving people. Then, our celebration of the 
mercy of God this Sunday of Divine Mercy and the rest of our lives will be more meaningful. 
In any case, may the Lord continue to help us with his divine mercy! 
 

Yours in the Master’s service, 
Fr Evarist. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


